Westchester Putnam Baseball Association Regulations 
(Revised  5/1/2008)
The WPBA is a premier all star baseball and softball organization, made up of approximately 50 different New York & Connecticut towns located in Westchester, Putnam, Rockland, Dutchess & Fairfield counties.

A.  Purpose
The WPBA provides travel players with a comprehensive and competitive career, covering the ages of 9 to 23, and towns with an organized, highly competitive travel baseball and softball programs for the summer and fall seasons.

B.  Charter  & Organizational Structure
The WPBA has two structural components.  First, the Board of Directors consists of 9 members, from various member towns.  They establish policies, operating procedures, and controls for the organization and its programs.  Second, the Town Directors provide the opportunity to play in the WPBA to the players in each town.  They provide playing fields, volunteer services, and resources to create a local program for the children.

C.  Baseball Divisions

9-yr-old (Only) Division
Eight-year-old players, a maximum of Four (4) or 20% of the team roster, will be allowed, only if needed to form a viable team and are not taking roster spots from available 9-yr-old players.  
9-yr-old players cannot be passed over to accommodate 8-yr-old players. 

8-yr-olds are not allowed to play in any division except as noted in the above rule.
Any players UNDER 8-yrs-old are not allowed under any circumstances.
9 (only), 10u, 11u, & 12u-Year-Old  Divisions
These divisions are for players 
9-yr-old (see special rule above) to 12-yrs-old.  They will use the Official Playing Rules of Little League Baseball.  
Where applicable, the WPBA Regulations and WPBA Rule Modifications supersede the rules of Little League Baseball.

12 Plus Division (Fall only)

12-yr-old players ONLY (Birthdate: 5/1 of prior year to 4/30 of current year) may participate in this division.

NFHS Rules apply.

13, 14u, 15u, 16u, & 18u-Year Old Divisions

These divisions are for players 13 to18-yrs-old.  
They will use the Baseball rules of the National Federation of State High School Associations.  Where applicable, the WPBA Regulations and WPBA Rule Modifications precede the rules of the National Federation of State High School Associations.

College Division

This division is for college age players who have graduated high school, and have not reached their 23rd birthday by April 30th of the current year.  

This division will use the rules of Major League Baseball’s 
American League.  Where applicable, the WPBA Regulations and WPBA Rule Modifications precede the rules of Major League Baseball.

In All Divisions, for scheduling and Post Season Tournament purposes, the league director(s) may further split each division into smaller brackets.

D.  Qualification of Towns

A Town is considered in good standing with the WPBA when they are current with town membership dues, team fees, forfeit bond fees and present proof of insurance with waivers indicating the WPBA as an additionally insured party.

The WPBA Board of Directors will manage a forfeit bond for each town.  The bond must be posted in order for a town’s teams to be eligible to participate in WPBA events.

A Town must be in good standing to send teams to the WPBA All Star event(s), Post Season Play, or to register teams for an upcoming season.  Failure to send representatives to an All Star Event will result in a $100 fine.

A new town may petition the WPBA Board of Directors for membership in the WBPA.

Upon approval, the town will appoint a Town Director, complete the Town Sign Up Form, and submit a check to cover the town fee and forfeit bond.

E.  Eligibility of Players

The player must live within the physical boundaries described for the town, must be of the correct “league age” for the division, and must have parental consent.

Any player who does not reach their 23rd birthday by May 1st of the current year is eligible to play in the WPBA.  A player’s age on April 30th of the current year is the player’s league age.  

A player is limited to being on a single WPBA roster during a single season.

1.-A player in a lower age division may “play up” for (1) game in order to field a roster of nine players.  This action requires approval from the league director in the upper division. 
2.-A player may not “play down” with a younger age group.
3.-If a player participates in a div. above his age group he may not return to a lower age div. He may play in that current older div.as long as he is age eligible.
F.  Registration of Teams

F.1.  Registration Process

Teams are registered through member towns at Pre-Season Meetings in April and May, for the Summer Season, and August, for the Fall Season.

Prior to the league director developing the season's schedule, any team that knows it will participate in the Cooperstown Dreams Park 12-yr-old tournament has the responsibility of coordinating those dates with the league director to either block out or work around the non-WPBA events' scheduled dates.

Teams withdrawing while the season schedules are being prepared will not be refunded their team entry fees.

Teams withdrawing after the League Director sets the regular season schedule are considered to be forfeiting the season.  The team will not be refunded its entry fee.  The town’s forfeit bond will be lost, and the town must immediately post a new bond for its other teams to continue play.

F.2.  Excess Players

Towns that have an excess of players, not on the roster of their teams, may submit these players’ names to the league director for placement on teams from adjoining towns.
F.3.  Town Boundary Restriction

For the 9 to 16-Year-Old Div’s.
Towns wishing to add players from outside of its town boundaries must contact the town director from the town where the player resides, and the league director for approval.  Teams must have at least 80% of its roster from with-in its town boundaries.

If a town cannot form a team due to significant lack of players, a combined team may be entered with the approval of both town directors, and the league director.

FALL SEASON:  
The WPBA has the right to exclude any town or team that has not participated in the Summer season.

Any player that plays on an out of town Fall team, reverts back to their residing town the following Summer Season.

For the 18 & Under,
and College Division

Towns are authorized to solicit players across town boundaries.

F.4.  Rosters

Roster size is limited to 18 players in the 9-18 Year Old Divisions, 25 players in the college division.  Rosters must be submitted one week prior to the season.

Additions to rosters submitted with less than the maximum are permitted, up to the maximum.  The absolute number of roster additions allowed is equal to the maximum roster size minus the number of players on the original 

roster.   In the event of a season ending injury, a Roster exception may be submitted to the league director for approval.

F.5.  Post Season Eligibility

A player must have played in at least one-half (50%) of the regular season games to be eligible for participation in Post-Season Play.

G.  WPBA Score Books & 
     Pitching Records

Teams must keep current a WPBA scorebook and pitching record throughout the regular season and post season.  Scorebooks and pitching records must be made available prior to each game, and to league officials upon request for purposes of protests, player eligibility, etc.  Failure to produce a scorebook will result in the game being played under protest.
H.  Rescheduling Games
Once the league director has set the schedule, if a team requests a change in a game date, he must first submit reason for it and get approval from the league director.  They must then schedule and play that game within a seven day period. The team requesting the change must gain agreement with the opposing coach on a date within the seven day period and then let the league director know of the change and then let the umpires know accordingly.   (cont)
If a rain make-up date within the seven day period cannot be agreed upon by both coaches, the rescheduling coach must contact the league director.  He will either set a new date or declare a forfeit for the rescheduling team depending on circumstance.
I.  Protesting Games -
    WPBA Protest Policy

The protesting manager must notify the home plate umpire of a protest before the next pitch is thrown.  The umpire must note the point of protest in the scorebook of the protesting manager and then notify their umpire coordinator after the game.  
All protests must be accompanied by a $25 check made payable to the WPBA, from the protesting manager, forwarded to and received within 72 hours by the WPBA President (Bob De Martino,
6 Heritage Hills Unit C, Somers, NY 10589).  The protest should include the game situation, the rule being protested, and the teams and umpires involved.  If a protest is upheld, the $25 check will be refunded.     
J.  Forfeiting Games

In the case of a forfeit, the town will pay a $100 fine to the league before the next scheduled game for the team.  In the case 
of a second forfeit, the Board may decide to eject the offending team or the entire town from the league.                                             

 In the case of a third forfeit, That team shall be deemed to have a season forfeit, be disqualified, lose the town bond and that bond must be replenished before said town’s other teams can continue) the coach of that team is prohibited from coaching another team in the WPBA the following year and that town will have to post an additional forfeit bond (total of $700.00) for the next year

K.  Game Incidents

Any conduct deemed detrimental to the game by the game umpire shall result in a game ejection or forfeiture.

If anyone associated with a team (coach or player) is ejected from a game, that person will have an automatic one (1) game suspension, for the following game, the first time  

In the event the following game is not played due to inclement weather or schedule conflicts, the suspension applies to the next game played; 

The second time that same person is ejected, the WPBA Board will review the matter for further disciplinary action.

Game umpires will notify the appropriate league director of the suspended player's name and game conduct.

L.  Fall Season Roster Batting

A coach has the option of batting the entire roster in the Fall Season ONLY.  A player leaving the lineup for any reason, other than ejection, will not be called out when that spot in the order is called.  Ejected players will be called out when their spot in the batting order is called.

Modifications to Little League Official Regulations & Playing Rules (9-12 Yr. Old  Div)

Little League Regulations

All Little League Regulations will be replaced with WPBA Regulations with the following exceptions:

IV – The Players, Section (i)

VI – The Pitcher, Sections (a,b,d,f)

XIV – Field Decorum (a,b,d,e)

In addition, Little League Regulation IV – The Players, Section (i) – “Minimum Play Requirements” will not apply in the 12-Year-Old Division.  It will only apply in the 9-11 Year Old Divisions.  Failure to comply with “Minimum Play” requirements will result in a 1 game suspension for the Team’s manager.
VI – The Pitcher, Section (b).  
 (a)Any player on the team roster may pitch.  If a player pitches in less than four (4) innings one calendar day of rest is mandatory.  

 If a player pitches in three (3) innings plus one (1) pitch = 4 inninings, three (3) calendar days of rest is mandatory.  

A player may pitch in a maximum of six (6) innings in a calendar week 

(Monday. thru Sunday.) .  Delivery of a single 

pitch constitutes having pitched one (1)inning.                                                                   

EXAMPLE    

If a player pitched in four or more innings

 on (Column A): and is still eligible, that 

player can pitch again on (Column B):

COLUMN A   COLUMN B    

Sunday

Thursday

Monday

Friday

Tuesday

Saturday

Wednesday
Sunday

Thursday
Monday   

Friday

Tuesday

Saturday
            Wednesday

A player once removed as a pitcher may not pitch again in the same game
For doubleheaders, if a pitcher pitches less than three (3) innings in the first game, he is eligible to pitch in the second game of that doubleheader. Weekly inning restrictions apply.
A player that pitches for two (2) + innings may not assume the catchers position for the rest of that day.

Official Playing Rules

The following Official Playing Rules will be replaced with WPBA Rule Modifications.

2, Definitions of Terms

- Extra Hitter – An Extra Hitter (EH) is permitted.  The EH is an additional 10th spot in the batting order.  This batter is also permitted to play the field.  

-Slap Bunt/Slashing.  Successfully batting a ball, after, in the umpire’s judgment, attempting to feint a bunt, shall be treated as an illegally batted ball.  Runners return to their bases. (5.09(d)) The batter is out. (6.06(a))

3.  Game Preliminaries

3.03– Substitution Rules - Replace 3.03 with 3.03 Big League (a) – (any player in the starting line-up, including the Extra Hitter (EH), who has been removed for a substitute, may re-enter the game once, provided such player occupies the same batting position as he or she did in the starting line-up.) NOTE:  9-11 Divisions, “Minimum Play” rules still apply.

Exception:   If a Player is the EH for the entire game - the minimum play requirements shall be considered satisfied.

If any EH does not play the entire game as such, then he must fulfill his field requirement.

3.04 – “Courtesy Runners” are not permitted.

4.  Starting & Ending the Game

4.05 – Base Coaches:  Any combination of players/coaches may be used.

4.10(e.1) – A team trailing the leading team by 10 Runs after 4 innings, (3 ½ with the home team ahead) shall concede defeat immediately.

4.11(e) – All regulation games where a winner cannot be determined (ties) and non-regulation games regardless of score shall be replayed as a new game within 14 days or the end of the season, whichever date is earlier.  Failure to play a game will result in both teams being awarded losses or in certain instances where 1 team does not make an attempt to play the game a forfeit and $100 fine will be assessed

4.13 – Doubleheaders 
The WPBA imposes no restriction.  

4.15(1) – Teams are given a 15 minute grace period to field 9 players before resulting in a forfeit.  In addition visiting teams shall receive at least 15 minutes of field time prior to the game, from first arrival.

4.16 – Inability to field 9 players for a game shall result in forfeit.

4.19 – (e,f) see WPBA Protest Policy
Modifications to National Federation of State High School Associations Baseball Rules Book (12+, 13-18 Yr. Old Div)

1.3.5.  In the 12 Plus Division:  The bat shall not weigh numerically, more than 7 ounces less than the length of the bat.

3.1.4 An Extra Hitter (EH) is permitted.  The EH is an additional 10th spot in the batting order.  This batter is also permitted to play the field.  Note:  A pitcher may not become the EH and then return to the field as a pitcher.
4.1.2.3 A team trailing the leading team by 10 Runs after 5 innings, (4 ½ with the home team ahead) shall concede defeat immediately.

4.2.4  All regulation games where a winner cannot be determined (ties) shall be replayed as a new game within 14 days or the end of the season, whichever date is earlier.  Failure to play a game will result in both teams being awarded losses or in certain instances where 1 team does not make an attempt to play the game a forfeit and $100 fine will be assessed.                                      
4.2.5 Protests shall follow the WPBA Protest Policy.
6.1.1-3 Penalty:  (illegal pitch, balk, etc).  In the 12 Plus Division (Fall Only), a single warning will be given to each pitcher.  Subsequent penalties for any illegal pitch by the same pitcher will be enforced.

6.1.6 Pitching Restriction:

In the (12 Plus Division), a pitcher may pitch a maximum of seven innings (7) per calendar week.  In the 13-16 year old leagues a pitcher may pitch a maximum of nine innings (9) per calendar week. The calendar week is Monday through and including Sunday. 

If a pitcher delivers one (1) pitch in an inning, it constitutes one inning pitched. Ex. 2 innings + 1 pitch = 3 innings. 
  If a 12+ to 16 year old pitcher pitches 3 innings or less in a game, then there is no specific rest required before the next pitching assignment. However he must have two (2) calendar days rest between pitching assignments in which he appears in more than three (3) innings. (ie 3 innings plus one pitch). Each game in which a pitcher throws is considered an assignment (Example: a player pitching four (4) innings on Sunday cannot pitch again until Wednesday).
In the event of a doubleheader, WPBA rules allow a pitcher to pitch in both games of a doubleheader. However, WPBA weekly inning restrictions still apply

Speed Up Rules are not permitted
Double First Base – not permitted
 To promote uniformity and equality all  teams MUST use WPBA Logo balls. Home team must provide the proper balls at the beginning of the game or be subject to a $100 fine.  The 2nd violation will result in a GAME FORFEIT.
Umpire and Coordinator Fees can be found on the WPBA website.        

